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Business of the month
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Bike Corridor Update (Mike Warfield)
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Inside: Neighborhood talent survey, updates on
greening, sports and recreation, education, family
events, a job opening, Light City, and more!

Around the Square
Bif Browning
Spring has arrived and we had a beautiful day for
the annual Union Square Easter Egg Hunt. You
couldn’t help but smile seeing all the parents and
children having such a great time. There was
dancing, sack races, face and egg painting, egg
hunts, and an appearance by the Easter Bunny.
Donnell did an amazing job as always. Anyone
else happen to notice that the Easter Bunny had a
Bahamian accent?
Union Square looks wonderful thanks to Sal and
those of you who have been coming out for the
Saturday morning park cleanups. Now that it is
finally getting warmer, I hope you will all come
out and help us spruce up the neighborhood on
Saturday mornings. The “Bloom Your Block”
Kickoff and Garden Supply Swap is on Saturday,
April 28th from noon-2 p.m. Bring out your extra
pots, plants, and garden supplies and share with
neighbors. Then, pick up mulch and compost,
provided by the community, for your tree wells,
flowerbeds, and planters. We want everyone to
have their stoops and sidewalks covered with
plants.
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Donnell Nance (Events),
Salvatore Seeley
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soul, and funk. Check out www.brookslong.com.
April 14th is the next Union Square Chamber
Music Society concert. For more information,
email unionsquarecms@gmail.com. April 29th,
is the kickoff for “Sunday Sounds in the Park”
with Kristen Toedtman performing originals, jazz
standards, and Argentine Tangos from 4 – 7 p.m .
Get a preview at www.kristentoedtman.com.
Bring your blankets, chairs, and picnic baskets
out for both park shows and enjoy incredible
afternoons of music with friends and neighbors in
our historic square parks. See you at the show!

Southwest Partnership: March 2018
Khandra Sears
Hello neighbors! First, a big thank you to those of you who helped clean the
park, the fountain, and your stoops in advance of the joint SWP-UMB
Housing Tour on March 25th. Union Square looked great! Many thanks to
those of you who volunteered at the event to help answer questions from
potential residents and help the SWP execute the tour. The Housing
Committee plans to hold at least one more of these events this year so if you
participated please provide me or Diana Geis (housing@swpbal.org) with
your feedback.
The Vibrant, Walkable Streets committee has extended the deadline for
the Small Neighborhood Grants to April 15th. If you would like to discuss
a project and application in more detail, please contact Elizabeth
(elizabeth@swpbal.org).
Information about the grant and application
instructions are available on our website:
http://southwestpartnershipbaltimore.org/portfolio/small-neighborhoodgrants-available/
Two SWP neighborhoods - Pigtown and Hollins Market - will be
participating in Light City’s Neighborhood Lights events April 6-8. Both
installations are sponsored by the University of Maryland Baltimore. Union
Square residents Karen Lemmert and David Naill are co-founders of the
art/architecture studio, MANIFOLD design, and their entry “SCOPE: Terra,
Peri, Kaleido” will be located in Pigtown. “SCOPE” is a moving installation
of units or 'scopes' illuminating individual aspects of the neighborhood. The
installation will travel to three different locations along Washington Blvd
during that weekend. The “Stories of SoWeBo” will be installed on April 6
at Hollins Market and features the work of Hollins Market resident and
freelance life experiencer Malaika Aminata Clements. It consists of analog
and digital interpretations of community stories. There will also be music
and entertainment, informational workshops, food trucks and more at this
location. This is the first year any of our neighborhoods have been included
in the festival so please make an effort to support our local artists!
The Workforce Development Committee of the SWP will be hosting “SWP
6-2-6 Free All-Night Community Fair” on Saturday, April 28th
6PM-6AM (yes, you read that right!) in the parking lot at Hollins Market.
This resource fair will feature free legal services, expungement advice, child
support assistance and employment assistance. There will be childcare
available on site.
If you have any questions or comments about SWP activities contact me at
president@swpbal.org

Union Square Family Corner
Erin & Mark Moyer and Lucy Housseini
Hi Families! This month Jennifer and Theo are hosting a Family Waffle
Breakfast on Saturday April 28th at 9am. Parents can eat, drink coffee, and
chat while kids play. They will supply toys, playhouses, waffles, coffee and
toppings! Their address is 124 S.Gilmor. Don't forget to join our "Union
Square Families" Facebook page for more events and please post
when you are open to have others join you at the park or playground! Some
events going on in our neck of the woods this month:
Don't forget to pick up your Read To Reef bookmarks at the Washington
Village Library! This program continues through mid June, but you must
document having read 5 ocean themed books in order to get your free
admission to the Aquarium.
Mt. Clare Mansion is hosting an event on Saturday April 21st from 1pm to
3pm targeting kids ages 6-12. You will learn why sewing was important for
kids in the 18th century and will sew your own drawstring bag!
Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance is promoting Bike to School Day
on Wednesday, May 9th.
B & O Train Museum is hosting A Day Out With Thomas on April
27-29 and May 4-6.
Please join other local moms at Zella's the last Thursday of the month
at 7pm for Sowebo Mom's Happy Hour! Feel free to bring your kids. It's
always a great time, getting to know moms with kids of all ages!

Saturday Park Clean-Ups!
Salvatore Seeley
The greening group of Union Square is in need of your help! We rely on
community members to help keep our park and neighborhood clean!
Please join us on April 7th and April 14th in the park. Clean-ups start at
9:30am. We usually work for an hour but are grateful for whatever time
you can spare. We need people to help rake, mulch and get the park
ready for a busy spring in Union Square. Please contact Sal at
Salvatoreseeley@aol.com for more information.

School and Youth Committee Update
Linda Callahan
I have an exciting update for the children of Union Square. Camp is
Coming! This summer, River Valley Ranch is hosting a week-long
summer camp right here at Steuart Hill Academy. The camp will be from
July 23-July 27. Save the dates, and stay tuned for details and
registration information.
Neighbors, thank you to those who responded to the Talent Survey from
last month’s newsletter. Since there seemed to be some confusion as to
the purpose of the survey, I would like to include it again this month to
give more people an opportunity to respond - please find it enclosed on
the other side of this page. We are compiling information of those in
Union Square who are willing to share their gifts and talents with our
neighbors, particularly with our school community. The school will also
advertise any small businesses that wish to participate. By sharing your
talent, you could make new friends who share your interests, or volunteer
to teach young people your skill. Please don’t be shy, and tell us what you
can do! Please return surveys to 100 S. Stricker St. or by email.

Community Talent Survey
Return to Linda Callahan, 100 S. Stricker St. or take a photo and send
to lindamcallahan@gmail.com
This survey is designed to capture the talents, abilities, and services that are
represented in our neighborhood, and to discover how they can be shared
with the school community. Everyone has some ability, or hidden
“superpower”! Perhaps you have a business to advertise (tax preparation,
plumbing, electrician), or a skill to share with parents, teachers, or children.
Are you good at math, technology, reading, crochet? Would you like to share
music, robotics, or arts and crafts in an after school club? The possibilities
are only limited by your imagination.

Name: _____________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Preferred Contact (email and/or phone): _______________________
I am a business owner who would like to donate services to the school
community:
Name of business: _____________ Services offered: _____________
Business Phone: ___________
I am an individual willing to volunteer time/talent to the school:
One time event:

1 hour/month:

1 hour/week:

other (specify):

Please check any skills/talents that apply:

Adults - $20, children 8-14 - $10,
under 8 free

mituvele@yahoo.com
443-694-8161

Features dance performances, an after party, international cuisine and cash bar.
For more information, visit facebook.com/WindmillsInternationalDanceFestival

Art/painting
Baking/Cake decorating
Building
Cooking
Crochet/Knitting/Needlework/Sewing
Dance
Electronics
Gardening
History
Home repair/handyman/maintenance
International travel

Mentoring
Money management
Organization
Plumbing
Real Estate
Sports
Science/Technology
Videography
Web design
Other: ____________

Sowebo Sports and Recreation
Ivan Leshinsky
With a vision for creating an overarching framework for comprehensive
athletic, sport and fitness opportunities for youth and families in the 7
Southwest Partnership neighborhoods, a group of neighbors and friends
have started to meet in earnest. While there are numerous activities and
efforts underway in southwest, most are disconnected. Equally important,
there is a terrible underutilization of facilities and open spaces. How many
of you know about the beautiful pool in the basement at Vivian T. Thomas
MAA in Franklin Square? Also, only one recreation center in all of
southwest appears to be open and while there are caring adults on site and
there is little in the way of actual programming.
Currently referred to as the Sowebo Sports Authority, the group does not
intend to be authoritarian in the pure sense of the word or direct what
happens in SWP neighborhoods, but rather become a neighborhood
supported committee to promote and coordinate many aspects of sports
and recreation including youth development and youth leagues, train
coaches and serve as a resource for neighborhood and individual initiatives.
It should expect to become a catalyst for developing a broad spectrum of
sport and recreational activities for all with the emphasis on youth
engagement, enable smaller initiatives to scale up and support existing
activities rather than re-invent the wheel.
The group has been charged with strengthening existing links with the
Southwest Partnership, neighborhood schools and other community groups
and individuals and support what’s going on and being done. Developing
better relationships all around, including those with Baltimore City
Recreation and Parks is key. Anyone and everyone interested in joining the
group should contact Ivan Leshinsky, (ivanleshinsky@gmail.com) or other
members who include: Jeff Thompson, Michael Johnson, Jeff Dugan, Jason
Scott, Councilman John Bullock, JR Lee and Joshua Harris.
Note: The 8th Annual Sowebo Landmark 5K is scheduled for October 7,
2018. (http://sowebolandmark5k.org/)

JOB OPENING: Project Manager, Physical Development
Background
Southwest Partnership Inc. [SWP Inc.] is a nonprofit organization established
with the purpose of implementing the vision of the Southwest Partnership, a
coalition of seven neighborhood groups and six anchor institutions in Southwest
Baltimore. For more information about SWP, visit www.swpbal.org
The Project Manager Position--Responsibilities
The Project Manager reports to the Chief Executive Officer of SWP Inc. on a
daily basis and is responsible for reporting to at least three Committees of the
Board of Directors. The membership of these Committees consists of volunteers
form the member organizations. The Committees are responsible for
developing annual goals and objectives for SWP in their specific area of
interest, measuring success, communicating with the larger community and
directing the staff member assigned to the Committee. The Staff member is
responsible for assisting the Chair of the Committee in the organization of
materials and information as well as providing advice and counsel to the
Committee members.
Program Management for Physical Development
The three issue areas this project manager will be responsible for managing are:
o Commercial Development
o Housing Development
o Public Safety
Commercial Development
The current concentration of activities is related to the development of W.
Baltimore Street between the 1000 and 1600 blocks. This involves duties
related to these specific activities and other duties as assigned:
• Maintaining relationships with the property and business owners
• Organizing clean ups and marketing campaigns
• Working with developers to obtain resources to ensure success
• Coordinating with the Marketing and special Events staff person to bring
activity to the Street
• Building a Board of Directors of a new non-profit to create a cultural arts
and entertainment center in the Lord Baltimore Theater
Housing Development
The broad goal is to reduce the number of vacant houses in all seven
neighborhoods and to attract new residents to move into the community:
Specific activities include:
• Identifying possible development parcels
• Working with developers to obtain resources
• Coordinating with UMB and Bon Secours on their Live Near Your Work
Program
• Organizing a net work of residents to keep a watchful eye on activity
around and in vacant buildings
• Coordinating acquisition activity with the City of Baltimore

Public Safety
The broad goal is to create a safe neighborhood for residents, employees and
visitors. Specific Duties include:
Expanding the alley gating program
Meeting regularly with Southern and Western Police Districts
Maintaining and mapping crime statistics for all seven neighborhoods
Working to expand youth activities throughout the community
Skill Sets Needed
The Project Manager position requires a detailed oriented individual who is
comfortable walking the streets of the seven neighborhoods interacting regularly
with all members of the community as well as representing the SWP at formal
functions. The individual must believe that it is possible for all of the SWP
neighborhoods can become quality places for a diverse population to live, work,
play, shop and pray. More specifically, the successful candidate for this position
should be proficient in:
1. Grant proposal writing
2. Management of Committees of volunteers
3. The rudiments of real estate finance, understanding the mathematics of
development
4. Excel, Power Point and Word documents, as well as other digital
applications
5. Human skill sets necessary to assist community leaders and advocates
reach consensus
6. Oral and written communications
7. Paper organization
8. Team work
9. Knowledge of urban environments and substantive aspects of
neighborhood improvement, such as housing, commercial, and/or public
safety
Qualifications
The successful candidate for this position must demonstrate 3 or more
years of increasingly responsible experience working at the neighborhood/
nonprofit level and formal training in community development.
Compensation
Salary will be commensurate with experience; please include desired
compensation range in cover letter.
Please send resume and cover letter by email to: michael@swpbal.org

Upcoming Events
4/6 to 4/8: Light City’s Neighborhood Lights in Hollins Market and Pigtown
(installation by architects and Union Square residents David Naill and Karen
Lemmert)
4/7 and 4/14: Park Cleanups (Union Square Park, 9:30am)
4/7: Artist Talk by Noelle Imparato (4-6PM, 1800 Washington Blvd)
4/8: Rhythm and Reels 2018 kickoff with Mayor Pugh (Franklin Square Park,
4-7pm, featuring Brooks Long, brookslong.com)
4/14: Windmills International Dance Festival (Lithuanian Hall, 11am-8pm)
4/14: Union Square Chamber Music Society Concert (email
unionsquarecms@gmail.com for more information)
4/28: Mayor’s Spring Cleanup (meet in Union Square Park, 10am-12pm)
4/28: Bloom Your Block Kickoff (Union Square Park, 12pm-2pm)
4/28: Free All-Night Community Fair (with legal and expungement services more information inside!)
4/29: Sunday Sounds in the Park Kickoff concert: Kristen Toedtman (see
below)
2018 Sunday Sounds In The Park Concerts
4/29 Kristen Toedtman
www.kristentoedtman.com
6/24 The Royal Wigs
www.facebook.com/TheRoyalWigs/
7/29 Hot Club of Baltimore https://ultrafaux.net/
8/26 Amelia White
http://www.ameliawhite.com/
9/30 Caleb Stine
www.calebstine.com
10/28 Stewbone
www.stewbone.com/
All shows 4-7pm in Union Square Park
Brought to you by Union Square Association and a grant from the Baltimore
Community Foundation
Current Union Square Real Estate for Sale
1400 W. Lombard St. ($249,000), 23 S. Calhoun St. ($245,000),
1307 Hollins St. ($195,000), 1336 Hollins St. ($185,900),
1617 Frederick Ave. ($200,000), 39 S. Fulton Ave. ($199,700),
1411 W. Lombard St. ($155,000), 1727 W. Lombard St. ($169,900)

